
 In this current session 

of COP which is con-

vened under the 

theme “A stronger 

UNCCD for a land-

degradation neutral 

world”, CSOs are plac-

ing emphasis on the 

implementation of the 

UNCCD, especially at 

the local level. Parties 

must review and en-

hance the current implemen-

tation strategies with the 

view of making UNCCD a 

practical tool for addressing 

the challenges of land degra-

The representatives of Civil Society Organiza-

tions from all regions of the world, attending 

the Eleventh Session of the Conference of 

Parties (COP11) to the United Nations Con-

vention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

wish to thank the Secretariat of the UNCCD, 

and the Parties to the convention for inviting 

them to participate in the Conference. They 

would also like to extend their gratitude to the 

donors who have made their attend-

ance to this conference possible.  

The CSOs, would also like thank the 

Government and people of the Re-

public of Namibia for the warm wel-

come and hospitality accorded to 

them since our arrival in this beauti-

ful city of Windhoek. 

“A stronger UNCCD for a land degradation neutral world “ - requires inclusiveness and 
practical implementation  

…...from the CSO Opening Statement 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

1 CSO Opening Statement 

2 CSO Topics for the ODS 
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dation and desertification. CSOs have noted with con-

cern that land degradation and desertification are on the 

increase, and the effects of these phenomena have neg-

atively affected the livelihoods of communities, with local 

and indigenous communities being the hardest hit. De-

spite the excellent 10 year strategy and National Action 

Programs, CSOs have observed that land degradation 

and desertification phenomena are increasingly compro-

mising communities’ water and food security, livelihoods 

and stability of communities, inter alia. Land grabbing 

and climate change are exacerbating the situation. 

CSOs have noted with concern that since the inception 

of the UNCCD, a number of valuable decisions and initi-

atives were put in place by the Parties – such as the 10 

year strategy for the Implementation of the UNCCD. 

However, CSOs are sad to report that the implementa-

tion of these decisions and initiatives is slow on the 

ground, and hence there is little or no tangible progress 

on the ground. Also, the participation of CSOs in the 

UNCCD process continues to diminishing year by year 

as reflected by the number of accredited CSOs. We call 

for inclusiveness of CSOs, especially at national level, in 

the process as enshrined in the convention. We are 

ready and willing to collaborate and complement the ef-

forts of Parties in the implementation of the convention at 

national level. We call on the UNCCD National Focal 

Points to actively involve us so that our efforts are 

aligned with the National Action Programs. 

CSOs are playing, and will continue playing, a critical 

role in addressing the effects land degradation and des-

ertification in communities. These include awareness 

raising; capacity building and development in sustainable 

land and water management; participatory approaches 

to the restoration of degraded lands, promotion and doc-

umentation of indigenous knowledge; and generation of 

scientific knowledge and facts to help decision making 

at all levels, inter alia. However, CSOs would like to 

report that their efforts are severely constrained by re-

sources, especially financial resources. CSOs call on 

the Parties to increase the allocation of financial re-

sources to the implementation of convention.  

CSOs still believes that with critical focus on implemen-

tation, the UNCCD can be an effective tool for address-

ing the challenges of land degradation, drought and 

desertification. As Parties deliberate, let them think of 

communities in the Northern part of Namibia, as well 

as in all the corners of world  – who have been waiting, 

and still waiting for this tool, UNCCD, to improve and 

secure their livelihoods. Let us make UNCCD, the 

hope for securing current and future livelihoods.  

UNCCD COP11 / SEPT 16-27, 2013 / Windhoek, Khomas Region, Republic of Namibia 2 

Eco Newsletter is published daily by the CSOs attend-
ing UNCCD COP11 

Give your articles, comments and feedback to editorial 
team: gmwalazambezi@gmail.com  

Be sure to offset your UNCCD COP 11 
travel by supporting a Namibian commu-

nity solar project. 

Two volunteers have already offset their 

COP11 travel by 16 Sept. When will you 

participate? 

CSO Topics for the ODS 

During the Open Dialogue Sessions, CSOs have agreed to 
discuss, share information and engage the delegates on 

the following two topics: 

1. Mobilization of resources to support the implemen-
tation of the UNCCD through building effective part-

nerships between national and international actors.  

2. Capacity building for the CSOs for UNCCD imple-

mentation.  

Another topic that will be addressed during the allocated 
time slots for the ODS is “the contributions of CSOs to a 
Land-Degradation Neutral World in the context of sustaina-
ble development.” CSOs will use the ODS for sharing ex-
periences on best practices developed by the communities 
affected by desertification . During the ODS, CSOs will 
Invite & involve the private sector to interact directly with 
the rural farmers/community members affected by land 

degradation and desertification.  



present by the private sector 

activities in our communities in 

relation to sustainable land 

management. 

The Global Environmental Fund 

is under a process of replenish-

ment. Considering that land 

water and natural resources in 

dry-lands are key for any imple-

mentation of the mandate of the 

GEF in support of the Rio con-

vention, we request the GEF 

council to propose and decide a 

significant increase of the win-

dow dedicated to land degrada-

tion and ensure CSOs’ involve-

ment in the implementation of 

GEF. 

For this current session COP, 

there is need for parties to move 

the convention beyond a politi-

cal agreement and bring land 

degradation to the forefront of 

national policy. Parties must 

build on the lessons learned 

from the five years implementa-

tion period and make the 

UNCCD an effective tool to de-

liver on critical policy issues at 

the nexus of food-energy and 

The representatives of the CSOs, pastoralists, 

hunter-gatherers, farmers, fisher-folks and com-

munities from all regions of the world, are calling 

on the Parties to the Convention to: 

Increase the CSOs involvement in national coordi-

nating bodies to facilitate their participation in the 

process of alignment of NAPs. The alignment 

should be participatory and inclusive of all stake-

holders, including CSOs, taking into account de-

centralization and local governance. 

Increase 

support to 

all CSOs 

to be rep-

resented 

at deci-

sion mak-

ing pro-

cesses 

including 

attendance to UNCCD international 

meetings. We call for more commit-

ment resources to the setting up of a 

Special Fund for supporting CSOs par-

ticipation. 

Facilitate CSOs involvement in the 

reporting process, for instance by 

adapting templates for the PRAIS por-

tals. 

The number of accredited CSOs has 

decreased in an unacceptable range 

from 800 to 200. We request the Na-

tional Focal Points of the UNCCD to 

play their role, increase awareness and 

support CSOs in their efforts. 

Access to financial and other resources 

for CSOs to enable them carry out im-

plementation activities of the conven-

tion. 

Address the drivers such as land grab-

bing, agribusiness, mining, etc. that are 

militating against communities’ activi-

ties to combat desertification and land 

degradation. 

Regarding the incorporation of the pri-

vate sector and corporations in the 

implementation of the UNCCD, there is 

need for strong participatory environ-

mental impact assessment as a criteri-

on. This is because CSOs have many 

unsuccessful results in the past and 

CSOs’ Call to the Parties 
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Ms Victoria H. (from Namibia) delivering the speech 

on behalf of CSOs 

Parties’ Call to Parties 



water security, as well as the eradica-

tion of extreme poverty in the context 

of sustainable development.  

There is also need for parties to give 

guidance on further strengthening the 

scientific base of the convention and a 

target setting approach. The parties 

must also guide the process of moni-

toring action programs at local, nation-

al, regional and international levels. 

Progress has been made in advocacy 

efforts as part of the Convention Strat-

egy to promote the urgent necessity of 

tackling Desertification, Land Degra-

dation and Drought. Therefore, this 

COP should contribute to solidifying 

the enhanced awareness as well as 

strengthening the role of the UNCCD 

in support of increased action in af-

fected areas. This COP should also 

deliver on how to strengthen the sci-

entific advice to the UNCCD in a cost 

effective and focussed way. Parties are also expected to criti-

cally review policies and structures to ensure that the conven-

tion adequately tackle and deliver maximum impact on DLDD 

issues. 

A paradigm shift within the UNCCD process has arrived for 

setting baselines and targets and mobilization of all stakehold-

ers for the enhanced implementation of the convention. The 

target setting approach is expected to yield lasting solutions to 

desertification and land degradation. Therefore Parties are 

called to make ambitious and challenging, but achievable 

targets for the implementation of the convention. 

After having heard all these nice statements during the official open-

ing session yesterday, CSOs remain vigilant and will keep in mind 

that beyond the words, what the communities need on the ground 

are actions. Affected countries need concrete actions to address the 

challenges of DLDD. Communities are anticipating the adoption and 

implementation of strong policies and strategies which will have 

direct and positive impact on their livelihoods.  

We appreciate and support the call by the Executive Secretary, of 

UNCCD, to move the convention and process beyond a political 

agreement to a practical policy tool to deliver results on the ground.   

CSO have noted with interest the strategic 

engagement of the parties by the European 

Union on the following key points, as noted in 

their statement: (i) Achieving a land-

degradation neutral world; (ii) Strengthening 

the Science on desertification, drought and 

land degradation; and (iii) Strengthening the 

convention. We would like to retaliate to the 

EU delegates that progress on the key areas 

requires increased allocation of financial re-

sources.  

We thank the European Union for providing 

€300,000 euros in humanitarian aid to the 

Namibian Red Cross Society to support its 

drought response and provide short-term 

food to some 2000 individuals in the areas 

most affected by drought. However, we 

strongly believe if a €300,000 grant to sup-

port the implementation of Namibia’s National 

Action Program, a few years ago, would have 

gone a long way in making communities, in 

Kunene region, resilient to the current 

drought. We again encourage EU to increase 

its support countries in the implementation of 

the UNCCD. 

Indeed, as the African group has mentioned in their statement “the 

critical level in reaching in 2014 the rate of 80% in term of align-

ment of National Action Program is compromised due to the low 

commitment of financial partners to support developing countries. 

Although this is understandable, we still feel the Africa region 

should make a strong call, to their political authorities, for budget-

ary allocation for the implementation of NAPs. We call on the Afri-

ca delegates to enhance the lobbying for political will as well as in-

country mobilization/commitment of financial resources to the 

implementation of the UNCCD.  

CSO agree with the Latina America and Caribbean regions that it 

must be highlighted that “developing countries need technical 

capacity building and financial support in order to boost implemen-

tation and reporting. Predictable and appropriate resources should 

be guaranteed in order to foster the use and dissemination of best 

practices as well as the alignment and implementation of 

the National Action Program.” 
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Funds and decisions 

The decisions taken by the COP are not always sup-
ported by corresponding financial commitments. This 
is the case for all decision based on “voluntary contri-
butions”, and for the special fund, which includes 

support of the participation of NGOs. 

Is this process credible for effective participation? 

Behind the words ….. 

...reaction on the opening statements by some CSO members  



constraint to achieving the 

objectives, but equally im-

portant is communication 

and networking among vari-

ous actors implementing ele-

ments of the 10 year Strate-

gy. We urge the National 

Focal Points to be active in 

this regard. Without im-

provement in quality of com-

munication, the UNCCD ob-

jectives will never be 

achieved. 

CSOs can serve as an 

interface between sci-

entific knowledge and 

traditional knowledge 

During the examination of 

point 4 of the CST agenda of 

the 17th September on 

“Consideration of progress 

made in the organization of 

international, interdisciplinary 

scientific advice in the Con-

vention process”, CSOs made 

the following contribution: 

CSOs are in full support of 

the establishment of an 

“Independent Non-

Governmental Group of Sci-

entists” as recommended by 

the Ad Hoc Working Group to 

further discuss the options 

What is going wrong? … Went 

wrong? … With the alignment of the 

NAPs to the Strategy 

In the CRIC meetings on the 17th Sep, 2013, 

the independent mid-term evaluation of the 

10 year strategic plan and framework to en-

hance implementation of the convention was 

discussed. CSOs would like to commend the 

parties for the achievements thus far. How-

ever, CSOs would like to draw the attention 

of the parties to the challenge of aligning the 

National Action Programs to the strategy as 

reported in Paragraph 36 (page 9) of the mid

-term evaluation report. How can it be possi-

ble that the extent to which CSOs have par-

ticipated in awareness raising, implementa-

tion/realignment of National Action Programs 

(NAPs) at country level is not well known?  

This is only true because NAPs, in some cas-

es, do not adequately recognize as well as 

document the contributions of CSOs and oth-

er stakeholders towards the objectives of the 

10 year strategy. Hence CSOs are 

calling for the speedy realignment 

of the National Action Programs to 

the Strategy, through the establish-

ment of inclusive National Coordi-

nating Bodies. CSOs strongly be-

lieve that it is only through effec-

tive national coordinating bodies 

that the alignment of NAPs to the 

strategy can be achieved. It will be 

the role of the national coordinat-

ing body to not only popularize the 

Strategy, but also recognize and 

document country level contribu-

tions and involvement in the imple-

mentation of the 10 year Strategy. 

In the absence of these two ele-

ments, the contributions by CSOs 

towards the objectives of the 10 

year strategy will not be recognized 

and known in the end-line evalua-

tion.  

CSOs would also like to call for the 

strengthening of capacity building 

efforts and in country commitment 

of financial resources for the rea-

lignment of the NAP to the Strate-

gy. This will not only help draw 

commitments from various stake-

holders, but also support 

knowledge and capacity develop-

ment at country, CSO and commu-

nity levels. It is our belief that fi-

nancial resources are not the only 
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for the Provision of Scientific Advice Focusing on Deser-

tification/Land Degradation and Drought Issues (AGSA). 

However, there is need for parties to deliberate further 

and clearly clarify the role the Independent Non-

Governmental Group Scientists in the CST. 

Through their work with local communities affected by 

the DLDD, CSOs over the years have acquired/

accumulated and documented traditional/indigenous 

knowledge – particularly mitigation as well as coping 

with the effects of DLDD. CSOs would like to bring this 

dimension to the CST, and play the critical role of being 

the interface between science and traditional/

indigenous knowledge. However to be effective, we 

would like to further engage the Parties on the possibili-

ties for the full representation of the Independent Non-

Governmental Group of Scientists in the AGSA. 

CSOs would like to reiterate that the roster of experts 

on DLDD is still critical and will add value to the imple-

mentation of the convention. However, what is critical is 

coming up with a working framework for ensuring that 

the roster is up-to-date. One way of ensuring an up-to-

date roster, is by utilizing the available technological 

platforms (e.g. social media). 

Combating DLDD in Namibia over 23 

years….Learning what matters 

Addressing DLDD sometimes has little to do with tech-

nical issues and is all about people and institutions. 

Even if the 

knowledge and 

competence is 

solid, a major gap 

remains between 

“knowing” and 

“doing”. Using 

mentoring rather 

than training ap-

proaches, and 

strengthening the institutional structures, the objective 

is to elicit a „why not‟ rather than a „why‟ when address-

ing DLDD as a goal. For the 23 years since Namibia‟s 

independence many efforts have been designed and 

implemented to address issues of DLDD with ever 

growing sophistication. Some efforts built upon previous 

experience while many chose new pathways.  A few 

efforts persist – and these occur where the gap be-

tween knowing and doing was eliminated through for-

mation of appropriate institutions and enhanced 

knowledge, competence and confidence of the people 

involved. 

Equator Initiative……Pastoralist Integrat-

ed Support Program (Kenya) 

On the arid rangelands of the Marsabit area of north-

ern Kenya, the 

livelihoods of 

pastoralist 

groups are sub-

ject to threats 

from overgraz-

ing, land use 

change, social 

instability, and 

climate change. 

Pastoralist Integrated Support Programme (PISP), a 

local NGO, has worked since 1996 to increase the 

number of water points that can provide safe and reli-

able water for livestock and people, while strengthen-

ing conservation of key wildlife species in Marsabit 

National Park and the wider area. Efforts to improve 

grazing management and to diversify the income 

stream of pastoralists have helped to reduce pressure 

on natural resources and thereby lessen tensions be-

tween resource user groups, while the group has also 

held community dialogues and encouraged shared 

maintenance of water infrastructure to effectively ad-

dress the ecological and economic stresses that 

threaten the pastoralist way of life. 

Contributing to Climate Neutrality of the 

UNCCD COP 11 in Namibia 

All delegates can make their individual contribution to 

enhance the climate neutrality of the UNCCD COP 11 

through a simple offsetting program endorsed by the 

UNCCD Secretariat. Delegates can simply visit the Off-

setting Booth in the main hotel lobby. All money col-

lected will go 

directly into 

providing Pico 

Solar Home 

Systems to the 

families of Na-

mibian stu-

dents in order 

to decrease 

their carbon footprint and allow them additional study 

time at night. So far, only 20 delegates have offset 

their UNCCD COP 11 travel through this initiative. 
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to ensure that land degra-

dation is considered as an 

essential ingredient in im-

plementing the other win-

dows particularly climate 

change (i.e., through ad-

aptation and mitigation) 

and biodiversity.  

CSOs also regret that the 

on-going proposals for 

GEF6 seem to tend to-

wards the continuation of 

the current situation. 

CSOs would also like to 

draw the attention of the 

Parties to the definitions 

of land degradation by 

GEF and the UNCCD. In 

our engagements with 

GEF under the auspices of 

SGP, land degradation is 

too often limited to soils 

degradation, and this seri-

ously limits the under-

standing of the issues. We 

therefore call for the rea-

lignment of the definition 

land degradation by GEF 

Collaboration of the UNCCD with the 

Global Environmental Facility (GEF) was 

one of the agenda items in the CRIC 

meeting on the 18th Sept, 2013. Civil 

Society Organizations would like to 

commend GEF for the achievements 

thus far, especially in terms of making 

financial resources available to the Par-

ties and other stakeholders to address 

the challenging issues of Land degrada-

tion.  

However, CSOs would like to draw the 

attention of the Parties and the GEF 

council to the allocation of funds 

to land degradation and its 1, 2, 

3 and 4 subdivisions window. 

CSOs have observed with con-

cern that the allocation to land 

degradation has not only been 

low compared to other GEF win-

dows, but also hopelessly stable 

since the beginning of the pilot 

phase of GEF and until the GE-

F5. The funds allocated under 

the land degradation window 

are far behind compared to 

funds allocated to climate, bio-

diversity, international waters 

and cross-cutting areas. Even 

Persistent Organic Pollutants 

which joined GEF during the 

same year as the UNCCD has a 

higher allocation window. 

CSOs seriously urge the Parties 

to the UNCCD to engage the 

GEF council to reconsider and 

increase the allocation of funds 

to the land degradation window. 

We also urge the Parties to en-

gage the GEF Council with the 

view of taking specific measures 
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The replenishment of GEF and the development process of 

GEF6 offer an opportunity not only to Parties to the 

UNCCD, but also CSOs and local communities fighting 

against DLDD, for new dialogue of developing an efficient 

and capable framework for making SGP and GEF projects 

drive the UNCCD agenda of LDNW.   

GEF can and should do more to Oil the Crunchy Engine fighting Land Degradation  



to that of the UNCCD, as this sometimes affects 

the accessibility of GEF funds for activities ad-

dressing land degradation. 

Regarding ICCD/CRIC /report (12)/6 and the re-

view of other documents under discussion for the 

reconstitution of GEF6, rapid analysis convinced us 

that the concepts discussed tend towards support-

ing industrial/commercial farming by using the 

concepts of "climate smart agriculture" or "green 

revolution" extensively outlined in document Small 

Scale farming and technical sustainable agriculture 

(such as agro-ecology) are almost absent from 

these documents. This is shocking given the GEF 

mandate. It is also marked by a nostalgic vision of 

21st century agriculture. GEF should instead  focus 

more its investment in smallholder agriculture 

which already produces 70% of the world's food 

and also to ecological agriculture to the benefit of 

fighting against land degradation and poverty es-

pecially in dry-lands. 

We recall that a strategy of involvement of CSOs in 

GEF was adopted in 2012. We find that find the 

GSP (GEF micro financing) for CSOs works well, 

probably because of the simplified procedure. 

However this valuable program is too small and 

has so far committed only 6% of GEF funds via 

projects limited to $50,000. This is not compatible 

with multi annual projects or consortium, and 

hence remains limited.  

Medium-sized projects that were increased to $2 

million during the last GEF Council are the most 

appropriate for CSOs both in terms of amounts 

allocated and the process. The GEF evaluation and 

experience shows, however, that the executing 

agencies that hold empowerment, and therefore 

somehow the monopoly, seem less interested in 

this aspect of the project that does not meet their 

financial needs. Only 5% of the total budget of the 

GEF since its inception has been devoted to this 

type of project.  

CSOs would also like to draw the attention of the 

Parties and the GEF council to signature programs 

currently under discussion where the approach of 

using funds from several windows seems interest-

ing. However some aspects still remains murky. 

For instance, within the signature program on 

food security in sub-Saharan Africa, we are con-

cerned about the motivations of the partnership 

between GEF and AGRA whose support through 

some foundations make us fear the emergence 

of a private sector dedicated to genetically modi-

fied organisms and hybrid seeds which in our 

opinion does not address the concerns of the 

UNCCD. 

In conclusion, the replenishment of GEF and the 

development process of GEF6, until June 2014, 

offer an opportunity not only to Parties to the 

UNCCD, but also CSOs and local communities 

fighting against DLDD, for new dialogue of devel-

oping an efficient and capable framework for 

making SGP and GEF projects drive UNCCD 

agenda of Land Degradation Neutral World.  
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Promotion and Strengthening of rela-

tionships with other relevant conventions 

- the Rio Triplets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RIO conventions have the same origin and are 

aimed to serve the global terrestrial ecosystems. On 

the ground the conventions are often perceived as 

juxtapose and competing – CSOs Demand Greater 

Synergy! 



need. 

Mr. Jean Marc Sinnasamy 

from the Global Environmen-

tal Facility (GEF) will also be 

on the panel. The discus-

sions will be facilitated by Mr 

Burger Patrice, Executive 

Director of CARI. 

CSOs calls for an inclu-

sive communication 

strategy  

CSOs attending the UNCCD 

COP11 have called on Parties 

not to leave behind local 

communities in their aware-

ness raising, communication 

CSOs are inviting all the Delegates and Par-

ties of the Convention to an Opening Dia-

logue Session (ODS) convened under the 

theme “Mobilization of resources to support 

the implementation of the UNCCD through 

building effective partnerships between na-

tional and international actors”. The Open 

Dialogue Session is designed not only to 

provide answers to the above questions, but 

also to engage the delegates with respect to 

the theme. The Open Dialogue Session will 

be held in the Plenary Hall at 10:00am. To 

generate discussion, presentations will be 

done by the following speakers: 

Ms Marioldy Sanchez from the Associa-

tion for Research and Integral Development 

(AIDER), Peru. Title of the presentation: 

Building partnerships between 

CSOs and local Communities: chal-

lenges to avoid degradation of the 

dry forests of Peru. 

Ms Fatima Ahmed from Zenab 

for Women Development Organiza-

tion (ZWD), Sudan. Title of the 

presentation: Empowerment wom-

en for better land management. 

Mr Sung-gil Lee from Future For-

est, South Korea. Title of the 

presentation: Cooperation to com-

bat yellow dust storms and deserti-

fication in Northeast Asia. 

Mr Christian Houdus from Eau 

Vive/GDT/RESAD, France. Title of 

the presentation: The future we 
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All delegates are invited!!! 

Tous les délégués sont invites!!! 

Todos os delegados são convidados!!! 

Todos los delegados son invitados!!! 

 ندعو جمیع المندوبین
…How involved are CSOs in the implementation of the UNCCD? …Are CSOs doing enough to combat DLDD? ...Are CSOs mobiliz-

ing enough resources and how? ...What resources are CSOs mobilizing at national and international level? ...How are CSOs devel-

oping partnerships and networks in UNCCD implementation? 



and education activities with regards to the Land Deg-

radation Neutral World and Land degradation.  They 

further pointed that achieving a land degradation neu-

tral world cannot be attained without a clear communi-

cation strategy for local communities whose daily lives 

depend on the land.  The CSOs made the following rec-

ommends: 

Awareness raising, communication and education activi-

ties should not be limited to UNCCD meetings and 

events and high profile meetings alone. These activities 

should be extended to local and rural communities. 

CSOs and the youth should be included. 

The awareness rising, materials should be translated 

into local community languages in order to enhance the 

effective understanding of the community people and 

their buy- in of the LDNW concept and programmes. 

The awareness rising, communication and education 

activities should be designed in a way that allows the 

local people to contribute their inputs and perspectives 

into how the Land degradation Neutral World could be 

achieved. 

CSOs call for the cancellation of Decision 5 

of COP10 

As CSOs, we want to improve the civil society participa-

tion in and engagement with the UNCCD. Therefore we 

would like to point out that the criteria for the proce-

dure of accreditation of CSO observers to the confer-

ence are good.  

They are encouraging CSO involvement and participa-

tion. In addition, we think that the selection panel 

that consists of the UNCCD secretariat and members 

of CSOs contributes to the transparency and democra-

cy we all stand for.  

Therefore, COP9-decision 5 that was made in Buenos 

Aires was a first improvement for CSO involvement. 

However, in Korea during COP10, decision 5 was 

adopted. It was decided that only CSOs from the AN-

NEX countries could be part of the selection panel. 

This implies that not ALL the UN regions are being 

covered within the selection panel AND it creates dif-

ferentiation between CSOs. We regret this, as there 

has never been any distinction being made between 

CSOs within the UNCCD. 

We therefore support the conclusion 5.d of document 

ICCD/COP11/4: to include 2 representatives of the 

secretariat and 5 representatives of organizations 

from countries of EACH regional and interest group of 

the United Nations. 

CSOs call for additional Criteria for 

Private Sector 

During the Committee of the Whole meeting on 19th 

Sept 2013, CSOs raised some concerns about the pro-

cedures for the accreditation of business and industry 

entities to the conference of the parties of the 

UNCCD, chapter 3 of document ICCD/COP 11/4.   

CSOs feel that the current criteria for accreditation are 

too general and loose. Therefore CSOs are submitting 

to the distinguished Parties to have two additional 

criteria for Private Sector accreditation – i.e., sustaina-

bility and monitoring criteria.  

For sustainability, CSOs would like to suggest this ad-

ditional criteria to apply to the private sector as well 

as private sector associations that are requesting for 

accreditation. This criteria reflects the spirit of the 

convention and the 10 years strategic objectives of 

the UNCCD such as: 

1. To improve the living conditions of affected popula-

tions. 

2. To improve the condition of affected ecosystems 

For the monitoring criteria, CSOs would like to sug-

gest for regular monitoring mechanism for business 

and industry entities, for example a yearly report on 

their contribution to the above mentioned strategic 

objectives of the UNCCD 10 years strategy. 
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The CSOs in UNCCD all have observer status. Yet the decisions 5 of the 

UNCCD COP10 introduced a differentiation between the rights of observers 

according  to the annex that they are associated with. CSOs calls for the 

cancelation of this inequality 
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In the „UNCCD policy brief Zero Net Land Degra-

dation – a sustainable development goal for 

RIO+20‟ (May, 2012) Zero Net Land Degradation 

(ZNLD) is defined by the UNCCD as “the achieve-

ment of land degradation neutrality, whereby land 

degradation is either avoided or offset by land 

restoration.” Mr. Luc Gnacadja (Executive Secre-

tary of UNCCD) puts it in other words: “Zero net 

land degradation means that we prevent the deg-

radation of productive land and restore land that is 

already degraded.” Zero Net Land Degradation 

and Land-Degradation-Neutral World (LDNW) as it 

was mentioned in the Rio+20 outcome document 

„The Future we want‟ seem to be two similar con-

cepts. In the COP11 en CST documents there are 

47 references to ZNLD and/or LDNW e.g. see 

documents COP 2, COP 5 and CST 7-3.  The 

definitions of ZNLD and LDNW concept are clear. 

However, the elaboration of the concepts is of 

concern, and is worrisome. Below are five points 

that can be used to elaborate of the concepts of 

ZNLD and LDNW. 

What is the geographical unit that makes the 

‘zero net’? Should the land degradation of one 

ecosystem be zero? Is it so that within the ecosys-

tem there can be a little bit of degradation of soils 

while at another side of the ecosystem there is the 

same „amount‟ of restoration of the ecosystem? 

Thus is the total land degradation within an eco-

system zero? 

Or is the „measuring unit‟ the political borders of 1 

nation state (and thus not the natural borders of 

ecosystems)? For example: does zero net land 

degradation make it possible to allow restoring 

forests while degrading dry-lands within the bor-

ders of the country? Can one area be traded-off 

against another area?  

Or is the zero net land degradation a global calcu-

lation, so that the land restoration that takes place 

in Mali can “neutralize” the land degradation of 

Malawi? If so, who is going to decide what the 

trade-offs are? And at what cost? 

If the target is set at ecosystem and/ or national 

level, then will it only bring additional obligations to 

affected countries? What will be the obligations of 

other signatory states? What are the characteris-

tics of restored/ degraded land that are allowed 

under the zero net land degradation concepts?  

What is the benchmark or starting point of 

ZNLD? What is the operational definition of land 

degradation and restoration? How are land degra-

dation and land rehabilitation measured? Is the 

starting point the status of the current 

„geographical unit‟ (ecosystem, nation state, world) 

that are already degraded, or is the starting point 

the status of the pre-land degraded ecosystem/ 

nation/ state? The first one might be measurable; 

the last one promotes restoration actively. 

ZNLD creates the illusion that ecosystems with 

their specific values, characteristics and ser-

vices can be compared and traded-off against 

each other. ZNLD implies to introduce a „market‟, 

like carbon markets, for degradation in one place 

and obligations or no choice for rehabilitating in 

another place.  

Who is going to measure and monitor the rate 

of land degradation and land restoration? What 

is the unit of measure for land degradation? Is it 

per hectare or per square km? Will new indices 

apply to all countries? Who is going to measure 

and monitor land degradation and land restora-

tion? 

How do local communities, citizens and/or 

people participate in the decision-making over 

zero net land degradation initiatives/ strategies, 

about the whereabouts of these areas and the 

monitoring of these areas? 

In conclusion 

The ZNLD concept seems to be a very technical 

and calculative approach to stop land degradation. 

It is also a concept that is not fully developed. 

Solely focusing on counting mechanisms as an 

indicator for degradation and monetary stimuli for 

restoration might give insight on the restoration/ 

degradation status of an ecosystem, a nation state 

and/or the world. However, it will not tackle the 

indirect drivers for land degradation. These drivers 

are (1) sociopolitical dynamics as ambiguous land 

tenure systems that leave room for land grab: (2) 

poverty and inequality as participation of (poor) 

people in decision making regarding land use 

planning, policies and value chains; and (3) the 

Analysis of the ‘UNCCD policy brief Zero Net Land Degradation – a sustainable development goal for RIO+20’  

– DRYNET’s contributions for reflection 

The concern of CSOs: Already used as slogans, will 

the concepts of ZNLD and LDNW in the declaration 

“The Future We Want” Rio+20 be viable? Under what 

conditions 

CSOs make a stance, and proposes additional criteria for the accreditation of Private Sector to the UNCCD 

- See page 2 CSOs statement on Agribusiness 
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gap between academic science, technology, local 

knowledge and experience. A Zero Net Land Degra-

dation concept (and for that matter a sustainable 

development target on ZNLD) that does not take 

care of these drivers will be a false solution, an 

empty slogan and will result in less consideration, 

responsiveness and funds for solid actions to con-

trol and stop land degradation. 

From the DRYNET practice and experience, we 

suggest to not only focus on Zero Net Land Degra-

dation and to develop a multiple strategy by: 

Starting from female and male land users and their 

human rights;  

Handling the drivers of land degradation, like unfair, 

ambiguous land tenure, inappropriate focus on large

-scale and/or export-oriented agriculture, not foster-

ing sustainable small-scale agriculture, lack of local 

and regional markets;  

Cherishing the good practices by creating an ena-

bling environment for 1) knowledge development 

and sharing for an agro-ecological approach to 

farming and livestock keeping by scientists, prac-

tioners and land users, 2) good governance of ten-

ure of land and forests, 3) organization of small-

scale farmers and pastoralists, 4) low external input 

agriculture, including finance for small-scale farmers 

and 5) local food systems by access to local and 

regional markets. 

– Reflections by Earthlife Namibia 

Namibia is the fifth biggest uranium producer and is 

striving to become the second biggest on the global 

uranium market.  Uranium mining and exploration in 

Namibia is sometimes undertaken in protected 

national parks as well as on communal land. Under 

the Namibian law, prospecting and mining is even 

allowed in protected areas of the Namib Desert (the 

oldest desert in the world) – which are home to 

endemic flora and fauna. Mining is also done in 

communal land resulting in not only communities 

being deprived of grazing land for their animals, but 

also there are not adequately compensated for the 

loss of livelihoods.  

Due to uranium mining huge tracts of land are ren-

dered unusable for crop and animal production. 

Uranium extraction causes long-term contamination 

of surface and groundwater, soil, air, fauna and flora 

and loss of biodiversity. Rehabilitation of mine sites 

is a big challenge to government and mining com-

panies.  

Mining also creates huge amounts of radioactive 

waste rock and tailings which still contain 85% of 

the original radioactivity. Nobody knows how to 

manage these waste products for the long time as 

they need to be managed for about 100 000 years.  

Earthlife Namibia would like to make the following 

policy recommendations: 

1. Mine closure plans and funds for rehabilita-

tion of uranium mining sites must be a 

prerequisite to obtain a mining license. 

2. Legal provision for a proper public partici-

pation process must be in place and com-

pensation for the loss of land must be paid 

to all effected people including indigenous 

and traditional communities.  

3. Although Environmental Impact Assess-

ments (EIAs) are almost everywhere re-

quired, they are of various qualities. EIAs 

should be reviewed by independent experts 

and not only by the governmental bodies.  

4. Uranium mining must not be allowed in 

National Parks in all countries.  

– Say no to agribusiness! 

Civil society is not against the observer status of 

private sector, if they demonstrate a clear and trans-

parent commitment to advancing sustainable devel-

opment. However, civil society is very concerned 

that Parties are welcoming agribusiness companies 

as UNCCD observers despite knowing their notori-

ous record of undermining farmers‟ resilience and 

driving land degradation. 

Agribusiness companies are monopolizing our 

genetic resources. Their patents for hybrid and 

genetically engineered seeds prevent poor farmers 

from saving, exchanging, using and selling seeds 

that they have produced themselves. When farmers 

adopt these seeds promoted by agribusiness, the 

genetic variety of traditional seeds, adapted to un-

predictable local conditions in drylands, is endan-

gered, and may be lost forever.  

As the seeds are patented, farmers need to buy 

them every year. The patented seeds often come in 

a two-in-one package with chemical pesticides, and 

require fertilizers to provide economic yields. These 

external inputs are expensive, and over the years 

the prices have steadily increased because only a 

handful of companies control the agribusiness in-

dustry. A tradition of farmer selection of well-

adapted seed varieties that dates back 6,000 years 

is being destroyed in just a few decades.  

If crops fail, the farmers easily become trapped in a 

vicious circle of poverty. However, by branding their 

patented crops as „climate ready‟ or „drought re-

sistant‟, these agribusiness companies are making 

billions in profits. In truth, the seeds are not engi-

neered to respond to varying climatic conditions 

over time in drylands, but for maximum short-term 

financial gains under controlled conditions. In addi-

tion, the pesticides promoted by agribusiness de-

stroy crucial microorganisms and affect the nutrient 

cycle in the soil, prevent natural regeneration of the 

soils resulting in continuous land degradation.  

Large agribusiness companies claim to respond to 

the challenges in drylands, but the evidence shows 

that they are contributing to the loss of agro-

biological diversity, land degradation and poverty of 

local communities. This has devastating effects for 

food security, human health and resilience of local 

communities. 

The Parties to the Convention and Observers have 

always been united by a common desire to mitigate 

the effects of land degradation on people and their 

livelihoods. Profit has not been the primary motive 

behind the promotion of Sustainable Land Manage-

ment technologies and approaches that promote 

sustainable livelihoods in the global drylands. We 

believe that the willingness to welcome any and all 

private companies that are members to the global 

compact to the Convention without considering their 

ethics and the impact of the technologies that they 

promote will have disastrous results.  

Supporting the right of all people to food and seed 

sovereignty, civil society asks: 

1. Agribusiness companies:  What is your 

incentive to join the UNCCD? What are you 

doing to prevent land degradation? 

2. UNCCD Parties and the Secretariat: What 

is the contribution of agribusiness compa-

nies to the objectives of the UNCCD? 

Uranium Boom and Land degradation in 

Namibia 

Why welcome the drivers of land degrada-

tion as observer to the UNCCD? 

Be sure to offset your UNCCD 
COP 11 travel by supporting a 

Namibian community solar 

project. 

24 volunteers have already 

offset their COP11 travel by 16 
Sept. When will you participate? 

Eco Newsletter is published daily by the CSOs attending UNCCD COP11. Give your articles, comments and feedback to editorial team: gmwalazambezi@gmail.com  
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A fruitful and interactive Open Dialogue Ses-

sion (ODS) between CSOs and the Parties 

was held on Friday 20th Sept, 2013. This inter-

active session, ODS, was opened by Mr 

Thomas Tichelma (EU), who described CSOs 

as engineers and promoters of participatory 

approaches in the implementation of the 

UNCCD. The Executive Secretary of the 

UNCCD, Mr Luc Gnacadja, highlighted the 

important role CSOs play in the UNCCD pro-

cess, and urge the Parties to listen to CSOs‟ 

messages and concerns during COP11. The 

ODS was moderated by Mr Patrice Burger 

from the Centre d‟ Action et de Realisations 

Internationales (CARI). The topic under dis-

cussion was “Mobilization of resources to 

support the implementation of the UNCCD 

through building effective partnerships be-

tween national and international actors”.  

Presentations by Ms Marioldy Sanchez 

(AIDER, Peru), Ms Fatima Ahmed (Zenab 

Women, Sudan) and Ms Eileen Ravin 

(Equator, Initiative) demonstrated how CSOs 

are not only mobilizing resources, but also 

how they are creating and building effective 

partnerships to support the implementation of 

UNCCD, at national level. At international 

level, presentations by Mr Sung-gil (Future 

Forest) and Christian Houdus (DRYNET) 

demonstrated how CSOs are mobilizing re-

sources and building effective partnerships for 

the implementation of the UNCCD. All these 

presentations demonstrated that mobilizing 

resources is more than just funding, but har-

nessing the „Power of Local Action‟, at the 

national level. Building effective partnerships 

at both national and international levels can 

be a useful resource and model for scaling up 

successful local practices.  

After the presentations, the floor was opened 

to Parties. The Philippines, Egypt, Seychelles, 

Peru and Sudan, reported their successful 

national experience with CSOs partnerships 

on land degradation and Sustainable Land 

Management issues. China, while recognizing 

the significance of CSOs, underscored the 

importance of private sector in DLDD – for 

instance, 100 Chinese firms created a fund for 

combating desertification. Turkey urged other 

Parties to increase their voluntary contribu-

tions to the Special Fund to enable and en-

sure active participation of CSOs in the 

UNCCD process. 

In all their interventions in the ODS, Parties 

recognized the value of CSOs to the UNCCD 

process – noting that CSOs provide the vital 

link between the UNCCD (process and its 

implementation) and the local people. It is 

precisely this reason that most Parties, that 

intervened in the ODS, reinforced the need to 

invite and involve CSOs to the national coor-

dination platforms for the UNCCD. 

… what are the drivers? 

CSOs made the following contribution during 

the High-Level Session started on Monday 

23th September 2013. 

As CSOs, we would like to bring to the atten-

tion of the UNCCD Parties to the drivers of 

land degradation. However before we do this, 

we would like to highlight with concern that in 

all the discussions here in Windhoek, and in 

all the documents prepared for this COP, the 

specific drivers of land degradation are hardly 

mentioned. Yes, it is mentioned that the driv-

ers of land degradation can be both natural 

and human induced, and sometimes even 

Resources mobilization is more than just funding, but harnessing the ‘Power of 

Local Action and Knowledge’ 

… from the First CSO Open Dialogue Session of COP11 (Picture courtesy of Christian Hofer/GEF) 

Land Degradation 101  
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agriculture is mentioned. But the discussion around which types of 

agriculture are driving land degradation, and which ones contributing 

to sustainable land management is completely absent from the agen-

da.  

At the same time we all know that land degradation is not caused by 

millions of small scale farmers and pastoralists. Land degradation is 

caused by unsustainable monocultures for short time gains, where 

abundant pesticides and patented expensive seeds, inter alia, are 

being used. The use of pesticides and patented seeds, inter alia, de-

stroy the natural nutrient cycles of the soil.  It is a myth that food secu-

rity will be provided by agribusiness companies, as 70% of the food in 

the world is produced by small scale farmers, mostly women. An in-

vestment in supporting their practices has great potential to fulfill our 

right to food.  

Another driver that we should be talking about is land tenure and the 

fact that many land users do not have secure land rights. When you 

do not know if you can use the land the in coming years, as a farmer, 

you will be hesitant to invest in sustainable land management such as 

planting trees, improving soil fertility and other practices that will only 

be profitable in the long term. In addition, securing land rights gives 

small scale farmers the opportunity to access important financial ser-

vices to make these long term investments that are necessary for 

sustainable land management. In this regards, the voluntary guide-

lines for the responsible governance of tenure of land, fisheries and 

forest of the UN Committee on World Food Security is an excellent 

starting point for discussion. 

Civil society notes with great concern that land degradation and sus-

tainable land management are two topics that are not high on the 

national and international political agendas. In addition, the few initia-

tives that are taken are not backed by strong commitment of financial 

resources by the Parties. We as civil society feel that these issues 

should be the highest priority, as land is the basis for all life and pro-

vides the food for people.  

The Rio+20-summit attempted to put these issues higher on the agen-

da through the introduction of the concept Land Degradation Neutral 

World. Yet, this concept is not fully defined and is open to different 

interpretations. This means that countries can claim that they are land 

degradation neutral, while large scale degradation is still ongoing.  

Most importantly, where are the people in this concept? Where is the 

voice of local people in dryland communities? Let us not only talk 

about land degradation, we need to remember that there are people 

living on these lands and who are depending on it.  

In conclusions, CSOs would to point out that the UNCCD is full of 

knowledge and resources that should be more actively used by the 

Parties. CSOs are urging the parties to secure the independence of 

the convention by ensuring that accredited observers are committed 

to sustainable livelihoods of communities in dryland and healthy eco-

systems that can support the right to food for the next generations.  

Finally, we urge the Parties to take into account local realities by rec-

ognizing the important role of local communities in sustainable land 

management and food security. Further we urge the Partied to provide 

local communities with adequate financial support to invest in theirs 

and our common future. That is the future we want. 

The 10th Round Table of Members of Parliament took place in Wind-

hoek on 20 and 21 September 2013. The Round Table brought to-

gether 65 Parliamentarians from 18 countries to consider their contri-

bution to the UNCCD implementation process and the achievement of 

a land-degradation neutral world in the context of the Post-2015 De-

velopment. CSOs were represented by two members at this meeting. 

During the meeting an intervention was done by Ms Sahon Flan from 

the Network of Environment and sustainable Development in Africa 

(REDDA-NESDA) on behalf of CSOs. The contribution was related to 

the involvement of CSOs in parliamentarians‟ activities such as advo-

cacy and awareness rising on DLDD. The eleventh item in the decla-

ration by parliamentarians takes into account the contributions made 

by CSOs.  

The eleventh item in the declaration by Parliamentarians states that  

“In order to achieve a land degradation neutral world (LDNW) by 2030 

at the latest, there is need to promote partnership building among 

policymakers and decision-makers, the business sector, non-

governmental organizations, community-based organizations, youth 

and women’s associations and the academic community”. The decla-

ration will be presented at the last plenary session at COP11. 

Future Forest is inviting all delegates to go and see how cartoonist 

show how our planet being attacked by desertification. The message 

of Save the Earth Cartoon Exhibition is simple – thus: „Now is the time 

to save our planet from desertification‟.  

This Exhibition co-hosted by Future Forest and the UNCCD, and is 

taking place in the corridor that connects the plenary hall and the exhi-

bition area. The cartoons displayed were donated by cartoonists from 

all around the world. The Exhibition aims to deliver the urgent mes-

sage of our earth with simple but strong visual images.  

Promotion of partnership among all stakeholders key to achiev-

ing LDNW 

Cartoon Exhibition – Save the Earth  

Be sure to offset your UNCCD COP 11 
travel by supporting a Namibian commu-

nity solar project. 24 volunteers have 

already offset their COP11 travel by 16 
September, 2013. When will you partici-

pate? 
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CSOs are inviting all the Delegates and Parties to 

the Convention to an Opening Dialogue Session 

(ODS) convened under the theme ―Capacity Build-

ing for the effective implementation of the 

UNCCD‖. The primary objectives of the ODS are to 

show-case how CSOs are developing and building 

capacity for effective UNCCD implementation as 

well as engage the delegates with respect to the 

theme. The Open Dialogue Session will be held in 

the Plenary Hall from 10:00am to 1:00pm.  

The ODS will have two panels. The first panel 

composed of Ms Viviane Kanyaga (Desert Re-

search Foundation of Namibia, Namibia), Ms Nahid 

Naghizadeh (Centre for Sustainable Development, 

Iran), Ms Maria Tharacky Namupala (WINSA, 

Namibia) and Mr Lucky Ganeb (Desert Research 

Foundation of Namibia). This panel will share ex-

periences on capacity building for effective 

UNCCD implementation, at national level.  

The second panel will be composed of Ms Fatima 

Kaba (ENDA Energie, Senegal), Mr Wu Haiman 

(Elion Foundation, China) and Nathalie van Haren 

(Both Ends, Netherland). This panel will share 

experiences on capacity building for effective 

UNCCD implementation at international level. The 

ODS will be moderated by Ms Mary Seely (Desert 

Research Foundation of Namibia, Namibia).  

The High-Level Segment continued on Tuesday 

morning, with ministers concluding the second 

round table on overcoming hurdles of scaling up 

and disseminating good practices. CSOs did not 

have an opportunity to make a submission on this 

issue during the plenary session. Therefore, CSOs 

would like to make the following submission to the 

distinguished delegates, through the eco-

newsletter: 

CSOs would like to bring to the attention of the 

Parties to the possibility of scaling up traditional 

and indigenous practices, which are used by local 

communities to address DLDD. There is need to 

build the capacity of local communities in docu-

mentation of traditional and indigenous practices. 

Documentation of these practices can catalyse 

their dissemination and scaling-up within the com-

munity and beyond. However capacity develop-

ment for local communities in the documentation of 

these practices, require financial resources. We 

therefore urge the Parties not only to explore this 

scaling up model, but also allocate financial re-

sources in their NAPs for scaling-up traditional and 

indigenous practices that address DLDD.   

The quest for scaling-up and dissemination of good 

practices calls for a strong partnership between 

scientists and traditional and indigenous 

knowledge practitioners.  This is because tradition-

al and indigenous knowledge has proved to be a 

TODAY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WILL BE ENGAGING THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON 

CAPACITY BUILDING FOR EFFECTIVE UNCCD IMPLEMENTATION 

Scaling up and dissemination of tradition-

al and indigenous practices that address 

DLDD: CSOs contributions 
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huge potential for addressing DLDD issues, and 

examples exists, some of which were articulated 

during the discussions at the High-Level Segment. 

Therefore, researchers need to do more investiga-

tion into traditional and indigenous knowledge and 

DLDD. Indeed, research will be relevant if it ad-

dresses the interest of communities particularly 

those affected by DLDD. 

Another issue that affect scaling-up and dissemina-

tion of good practices is land tenure and land 

rights. Land rights and tenure affects has been 

observed to indirectly remove the incentive of 

adopting good practices by farmers. Therefore 

addressing these aspects adequately can also help 

in the scaling-up of the good practices. 

The fact that DLDD issues are not highly prioritised 

in the countries creates a hurdle for scaling up and 

dissemination of good practices.  It is an undenia-

ble fact that you can only scale up an issue if you 

are first of all interested in it- this is a reality. We 

appeal to our Honourable Ministers to place the 

issues of DLDD on top of the agenda at local, 

national and international levels. This holds key to 

unlock the hurdles associated with scaling up and 

dissemination of good practices at local, national 

and international levels.  

During the third round table with the theme 

―Economics of desertification/land degradation and 

restoration: considering cost-benefit analyses for 

scaling up investment in avoiding land degradation 

and restoring/regenerating degraded land‖ Ms 

Ndèye Fatou Faye from ENDA-Senegal made a 

statement on behalf CSOs.   

Desertification and land degradation are global 

problems. They are environmental and economic 

issues that affects all countries, both developing 

and developed. Although we know that arable land 

is decreasing at a rate of about 5 to 10 million 

hectares per year due to land degradation, the 

actual costs of land degradation are still not known. 

Only estimate costs of land degradation exist. A 

current global assessment of the economic cost of 

land degradation is estimated to be about U.S. $64 

billion / year. At national level, the economic cost is 

estimated between 1% and 9% of agricultural 

GDP, which is high.  

Apart from economic costs, it is important to men-

tion that there also social costs that are associated 

with land degradation. Although social costs of land 

degradation are difficult to determine, assess and 

apportion, their secondary effects on communities 

includes poverty, loss of livelihood and loss of 

dignity, inter alia. The other effects of social costs 

of land degradation is that natural resources, wa-

ter, land and the few agricultural areas that remain 

are increasing becoming sources of conflict and 

instability – resulting in increased food insecurity. 

Thus, whatever accurate approach is used to eval-

uate the economic costs of and degradation and 

desertification, we must be aware that there are no 

real costs other than cost of living and survival! All 

countries should be concerned and get involved as 

much as possible in not only combating land deg-

radation, but also undertaking appropriate initia-

tives of addressing it.  

It is true that we do not know the precise costs of 

land degradation, but we know and are sure that 

inaction will cost more than action! Most of our 

policy-makers were until recently insensitive to land 

degradation. In some countries, the agricultural 

sector has contributed significantly to land degra-

dation due to agricultural policies which prioritizes 

monoculture of cash crops. 

However, it is never too late! Governments in col-

laboration with CSOs should strengthen the imple-

mentation of projects and programs to restore 

these degraded lands. Communities should be 

trained and encourage to use sustainable agricul-

ture practices such as crop rotation, fallow, estab-

lishment of hedges to reduce wind effects and 

water erosion through agroforestry, inter alia. 

We must all mobilize and increase investments, in 

addressing challenges of land degradation, through 

promotion of innovative solutions such as payment 

of ecosystem services. Investment in ecosystem 

services, has shown to have many important socio-

economic and environmental impacts, and can be 

the foundation for sustainable development. 

CSOs recognize that efforts are being made! How-

ever investments are still insufficient and do not 

allow large-scale interventions. Parties, partners 

and CSOs must all mobilize and increase invest-

ment to promote innovative solutions, interven-

tions, best practices related to the fight against 

land degradation and actions to restore lands al-

ready degraded but which can still be productive. 

The High-Level Segment was concluded on Tues-

day, 24th September 2013. Ms Fatchima Noura 

from Ansen – Niger, delivered the following closing 

statement on behalf of CSOs: 

We, the civil society, see that the focus of the Par-

ties should be tackling the major drivers of land 

degradation. There has been little discussion about 

mining industry, deforestation and large scale 

agriculture. Distinguished delegates, we want to 

see the action of your governments to set limits for 

these major drivers of land degradation. 

To reach a land degradation neutral world we need 

strong and democratic governments to govern the 

use of the scarce land resources, and to ensure 

rights to land for people nurturing it. Effective coop-

eration among agricultural, forest, environmental, 

economic, industrial, and development sectors is 

needed. It is also important to ensure that synergy 

among the three Rio conventions  must be 

achieved. 

We, the CSOs, are committed to the UNCCD pro-

cess as well as its implementation on the ground, 

at all levels. We urge the Parties to ensure that 

UNCCD only engages with business and industry 

entities that are committed to sustainable liveli-

hoods of people in dryland communities and to 

healthy ecosystems. The civil society wants to 

remind the Parties that this convention is about 

land. We, the civil society, want to see a clear 

roadmap to the end of land degradation and the 

Parties committing to it. 

Be sure to offset your UNCCD COP 11 travel by supporting a 

Namibian community solar project. 26 volunteers have 

already offset their COP11 travel by 25th September, 
2013. When will you participate? 

CSOs call for Investment in “the Future 

we Want!” 

CSOs’ closing statement for the High 

Level segment 

The decisions of the Conference of Parties do not easily 
reach people on the ground. Local elected officials are 
concerned because they must articulate global decisions 
and apply them in the local context. CSOs call for sup-
port and capacity building for local elected authorities. It 

is urgent! 

— Cartoon courtesy of Group Travail Desertification, 
Reseau Sahel Desertification and Drynet. 
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Eco noted with sadness on the poor attendance by Parties to the 

Second Open Dialogue Session. Eco believes that ODS provide a 

unique platform for Parties to engage CSOs on their concerns as well 

as explore and share ideas on collaboration and synergy for the im-

plementation of the UNCCD. Eco would like to urge the UNCCD sec-

retariat to encourage Parties to take interest and participate in future 

ODSs. Eco would like to thank the Parties that made time for the 

ODSs. 

CSOs would like to draw the attention of the Parties to draft decision 

number 4, item number 4 in the document ‘Consideration of progress 

made in the organization of international, interdisciplinary scientific 

advice in the Convention process (document ICCD/COP(11)/CST/

L.3)’ submitted by the CST chair. If this COP accept this draft decision 

(item number 4, of draft decision 4), CSOs would like to propose Par-

ties should clearly state the modality that will be used for the selection 

of the representative of CSOs on the Bureau of Committee on Sci-

ence and Technology. 

The CSOs would like to thank the UNCCD Secretariat and the Parties 

for the commitment to promote their participation and contribution to 

the COP through the Open Dialogue Sessions (ODS). The second 

ODS of COP 11 was convened, on the 25th of September 2013, under 

the theme “Capacity Building for CSOs for the effective implementa-

tion of the UNCCD”. During this ODS, CSOs shared experiences on 

the theme within the context of capacity building at national and inter-

national levels. The following are the capacity building experiences, at 

national and international levels, shared by panellists.  

Ms Viviane Kinyaga, the Director of the Desert Research Foundation 

of Namibia (DRFN), outlined activities of the Summer Land Care Pro-

gramme (SLCP), a capacity development and building initiative under-

taken in collaboration with national research and training institutions, 

and other local and international partners. She explained that SLCP is 

a two months internship and mentoring programme which aims to 

strengthen the capacity of young scientists and students, to apply 

research for problem solving, and foster critical thinking. She also 

highlighted that over the years, the SLCP has produced students that 

have gone on to become prominent environment decision/policy mak-

ers in Namibia. 

Mr Kenneth Ganeb, also from the DRFN, highlighted national level 

A close to empty plenary hall during the second ODS (picture courtesy of IISD) 

Eco asks…. Why did the Parties shun, CSOs’ 

2nd Open Dialogue Session? 

CSOs’ initial reaction to the CST draft decision 

Second Open Dialogue Session of COP 11 

An Inconvenient Truth…?? 
It might be that some ODS panellists used the forum to promote 

their personal interests and purposes other than those assigned 

by the UNCCD and the UN. It might be that these panellists are 

great entrepreneurs for whom the right to land, food security and a 

chosen life are of little consideration. It might be that these panel-

lists have come to Windhoek in their private jet. It might be that 

one day, soon, these kind of people will dictating to the Conven-

tion what to do. On that day our wake up might be brutal. But 

these are only hypothesis! 
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capacity building and development activities, 

in relation to the implementation of the 

UNCCD. He explained that the DRFN 

achieves this through its participation in the 

Forum for Integrated Resources Management 

(FIRM). He elucidated that FIRM has two 

primary objectives which are to strengthen 

technical and management capacities of com-

munity based organizations, such as women’s 

groups and farmers associations; and to en-

courage community based organizations to be 

involved in the decision making processes for 

sustainable natural resource management 

and sustainable land management. Focus 

group discussions, participatory workshops, 

exchange visits, seminars and radio pro-

grams, inter alia, are some of the conduits 

that FIRM uses for capacity building. 

Ms Maria Tharacky Namupala, from Working 

Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern 

Africa (WINSA), started by highlighting her 

organization’s efforts to increase political 

recognition and human rights for San commu-

nities in the sub-region, centred on inclusive 

education at all levels as well as access to 

natural resources. WINSA also lobbies for the 

protection of ecosystems, which are the pri-

mary source of livelihoods for the San. She 

also explained that WINSA also develops and 

builds the capacity of San communities in the 

area of sustainable natural resources man-

agement. This is mainly achieved through 

participatory workshops at community level. 

Ms Namupala concluded by saying “anything 

for us without us is against us,” she urged 

parties to involve indigenous peoples in the 

UNCCD decision-making processes. 

Ms Nahideh Naghizadeh, from the Centre of 

Sustainable Development in Iran, highlighted 

activities to align Iran’s NAP with the Strategy 

that included participatory capacity building 

workshops for key stakeholders at community 

level. This enabled the stakeholders to under-

take critical analyses of their situation, envi-

sion a desirable future, and develop a road 

map and action plan towards this future. Ms 

Naghizadeh also noted that the workshops 

had not only raised awareness among affect-

ed communities, but also they had contributed 

to building sustainable relationships between 

community-based organizations, government 

officials and the UNCCD National Focal Point 

responsible for NAP alignment. 

Ms Fatima Kaba, from ENDA Energie Sene-

gal, highlighted her organization’s efforts in 

connecting actors and actions at local and 

international levels. She described efforts to 

develop a platform through which CSOs could 

develop a common vision and build capacity 

to participate in political events, such as the 

UNCCD COP. She said priorities of CSOs in 

the Sahel region include food security, new 

and renewable energies, agroforestry and 

sustainable natural resource management. 

She highlighted efforts to ensure that work on 

the Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the 

Sahel (GGWSS) initiative takes local con-

cerns into account, and noted local communi-

ties see it as both a development and environ-

mental project. 

Ms Nathalie van Haren, from Both ENDS, the 

Netherlands, presented on awareness raising 

and capacity building through Civil Society 

networks: experiences from DRYNET. She 

highlighted DRYNET success stories, includ-

ing the re-cultivation of saffron on previously 

cotton-dominated fields in Turkey, which had 

become salty and nutrient-poor, and that re-

sulted in improved ecological, social and eco-

nomic opportunities. She also described an 

organic roiboos tea cooperative in South Afri-

ca that created quality standards that helped 

protect local ecology and promote premium 

prices. In both case studies, she highlighted 

the important role the DRYNET network 

played in building the capacity of local NGOs 

to implement the activities, majority of which 

contribute to the UNCCD. 

The USA intervened by encouraging CSO on 

the role they play. USA added that CSO dia-

logues often overly concentrate on relation-

ships between Parties and CSOs, and lauded 

presenters for explaining the relationships 

between CSOs and local people. However, 

the USA would like CSOs to highlight more 

how they are building these partnerships with 

communities. How CSOs are getting in touch 

with local communities rather than describing 

the activities of their organization. 

The PHILIPPINES underscored the role of 

CSOs in nation building but lamented that 

many lack necessary support and assistance 

to carry out their work. The Party from the 

Philippines requested the Secretariat insert 

this issue into the work programme of the 

COP. 

BURKINA FASO said we need to think global-

ly but act locally, and that the private sector, 

government and civil society must work in 

solidarity with one another. He said only 

through dialogues such as the CSO dialogue 

and similar ones at the national level can 

progress be made on sustainable develop-

ment. He urged CSOs to ensure that this 

dialogue expands to encompass voices of 

communities that are most vulnerable. 

Patrice Burger, CARI, France, thanked panel-

ists for the diverse perspectives shared, not-

ing their experiences can be multiplied many 

times over in drylands. He cautioned that all 

good practices are context-specific and some 

models, such as the Kubuqi desert initiative, 

may be difficult to replicate at the global level 

as few countries are in a position to offer al-

ternative livelihoods to communities affected 

by DLDD. 

 

Reaction of some Parties and dele-

gates during the opening dialogue 

session 

Be sure to offset your UNCCD 
COP 11 travel by supporting a 

Namibian community solar 
project.  

30 volunteers have already 
offset their COP11 travel by 
25th September, 2013. When 

will you participate? 
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We, the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), meeting in Windhoek on 
the occasion of the eleventh session of the Conference of Parties 
(COP 11) to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD), wish to thank the Government and people of Namibia and 
the Secretariat for the successful organization of the COP. During the 
COP, we the CSOs have engaged in the deliberations of the confer-
ence and have taken note that a number of issues of concern to us 
remain to be addressed. 

The civil society urges country Parties to take a people-centered, 
bottom-up approach to the concept of a land degradation neutral 
world to ensure that this initiative contributes to improving living condi-
tions of people living in drylands. 

CSOs are not generally 
against the observer sta-
tus of the private sector. 
CSOs strongly disagree 
with taking agribusiness 
companies producing 
genetically modified or-
ganisms and having pa-
tents on living organisms 
on board. Strong criteria 
based on sustainability 
principles are needed for 
obtaining observer status. 
Private sector activities 

should be consistent with the objectives of the UNCCD and 10 Year 
Strategy, and avoid the conflict of interest. 

We consider that mining is one of the main drivers of land degrada-
tion. Mining must not be allowed in national parks, protected areas 
and other sensitive dryland ecosystems. In communities where mining 
is already happening, compensation for the loss of land must be paid 
to all affected people including indigenous and traditional communi-
ties. Mine closure plans and funds for the rehabilitation of mining sites 
must be enforced. 

Regarding the roster of independent experts, it should be extended to 
include all components of civil society, indigenous and local communi-
ty expertise. In order to avoid bureaucracy, such experts should not 
have to go through a national focal point in order to be enlisted. We 
encourage Parties and the Secretariat of the UNCCD to make the 
roster operational. 

Proper land tenure should be granted to indigenous and traditional 
communities. This includes the right to use their customary laws that 
they have been obeying since time immemorial. Governments must 
have the capacity to prevent land grabbing at the expense of commu-
nities. 

CSOs are an important link between the international and grassroots 
level and can help disseminate good practices in desertification, land 
degradation and drought (DLDD) efficiently. Therefore we request the 
Parties to provide more financial support for CSOs to build the capaci-
ties of local communities to document these good practices for the 
effective implementation of the 10-year strategic plan and framework 
to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008–2018). 

The empowerment of women and youth by making basic services 
available, such as education, clean water, energy and food produc-
tion, are essential ingredients to enhance the resilience of local and 
especially, indigenous communities. There is a need for increased 
recognition of indigenous people as a constituency in the UNCCD 
process. 

We welcome the Turkish Government’s offer to host the next Confer-
ence of Parties, COP 12, in 2015. We strongly urge Canada to recon-
sider its decision to withdraw from the Convention and to come back 
as soon as possible in the interest of a sustainable world.  

We congratulate Mr Luc Gnacadja, the outgoing Executive Secretary 
of the UNCCD, for his tremendous work during his tenure of office, 
and welcome the incoming Executive Secretary, Ms Monique Barbut 

DECLARATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS 

Participating in the eleventh session of the Conference of Parties to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. 16-27 September 

2013, Windhoek, Namibia  

Ms Viviane Kinyaga delivering the declaration 

on behalf of CSOs 
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and wish her a successful tenure. We expect her to strongly support 
CSO engagement in the activities of UNCCD, particularly in attending 
international meetings and events related to DLDD. We are looking 
forward to fruitful collaboration with her and the Secretariat at all lev-
els. We the CSOs, reaffirm our commitment to the success of this 
Convention for the benefit of communities, particularly those affected 
by desertification, land degradation and drought. We thank you. 

Decision (ICCD/COP (11)/L.12): Revised procedures for the ac-
creditation of Civil Society Organizations and representative of 
the Private Sector to the Conference of the Parties and their par-
ticipation in meetings and processes of the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat Desertification.  

The COP agreed to this decision without comment. The decision ad-
dresses the concerns of limited attendance of civil society at the elev-
enth session of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation 
of the Convention (CRIC). The decision includes the following:  

1. Invites the Parties to promote the active 
involvement of CSOs, including those of 
indigenous peoples, local communities 
and youth, in the Convention process at 
international level, including through ac-
creditation process, with the view to en-
suring the increased and more repre-
sentative participation of CSOs in the 
sessions of COP and its subsidiary bod-
ies. 

2. Request the Secretariat and the Global 
Mechanism to further promote the in-
volvement of business and private entities 
in UNCCD meetings and processes, and 
to develop a business engagement strate-
gy outlining the objectives, modalities and 
conditions of UNCCD partnerships with 
business and private entities for consider-
ation and approval of the Bureau of the 
COP ad interim and for consideration by 
COP at its twelfth session. 

3. Urges those Parties, organizations and private sector entities, 
in a position to do so, to make voluntary and in-kind contribu-
tions to support a wider participation of CSOs in UNCCD 
meetings; and request the Secretariat and the Global Mecha-
nism to, as appropriate, explore ways and means to raise 
more funding in this regards through specific initiatives based 
on substantive inputs from CSOs in the intergovernmental 
process. 

4. Decides that the composition of CSO Selection Panel should 
include two representatives from the Secretariat and one rep-
resentative from CSOs from countries belonging to each of 
the five UN regional groups of member states. 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to facilitate the renewal of 
memberships to the CSO Selection Panel by January 2014, 
and decides these memberships should be renewed every 
two years. 

6. Also requests the Executive Secretary to report to the COP at 

its twelfth session on the implementation of this decision, in-
cluding the report of the CSO Selection Panel on the imple-
mentation of its tasks.    

Decision ICCD/COP (11)/ L.4: Improving mechanisms to facilitate 
regional coordination of the implementation of the Convention. 

The COP agreed to this decision without comment. This decision, 
among other things, invites the Parties, international organizations, 
private sector and CSOs to become more involved with the Regional 
Coordination Mechanisms process by, inter alia, providing technical 
and financial support to the process and to the Regional coordination 
Units, including through voluntary contributions to the Supplementary 
Fund and contributions in-kind, as appropriate.   

Decision (ICCD/CRIC (12)/L.1): Strengthening and enhancing the 
process of alignment and implementation of action programs 
with the Strategy. 

The CRIC agreed to this decision without comment. The decision 
addresses the need to: integrate NAPs into national development 
plans; facilitate and simplify access to financing, including through the 

GEF and climate financing; and include pri-
vate sector and grassroots organizations in 
the alignment process.  

The decision also recommends that parties 
intensify efforts to, inter alia: formulate and/or 
align their NAPs to address gaps in SLM and 
ensure coherence with other sectorial policies; 
incorporate SLM monitoring into existing na-
tional monitoring systems; and consider the 
added value of the alignment process as an 
awareness-raising tool for policy makers, and 
in light of the outcome of the mid-term evalua-
tion of the Strategy, including possible incen-
tive schemes for alignment.  

The decision further calls on the next CRIC 
session to agree on a clear understanding of 
the integrated financing strategy and integrat-
ed investment framework processes, and 
discuss a plan for the NAP alignment process 
in relation to overall SLM goals.  

It also invites various multilateral entities to continue their work on a 
coherent UN system-wide contribution to implementing the Conven-
tion and tackling land challenges. 

Some of the decisions made by CRIC and COP  
that are of interest to CSOs 

UNCCD COP 12 POSTER 

Editorial Team 

Mwala Lubinda <gmwalazambezi@gmail.com>  

Sahon Flan <s.flan@nedda-nesda.org>          


